
Living by the law
in Australia

A summary guide to Australian law and legal system
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Overview
Australia is a democratic society where a person is innocent until proven 
guilty. 

Our law comes from law passed in Parliament, law made by the authorities 
(such as rules and regulations) and law that has come about from the courts 
interpreting the law.

• Commonwealth (Federal) Government;
• State or territory governments; and
• Local councils.

Citizens are allowed to hold dual citizenship, however their Australian 
citizenship can be removed if loyalty to Australia is brought into question.

Principles of the Australian Legal System

transparency, and most importantly, equality before the law.

Equality means that everyone is treated equally by the legal system, whether 
they are rich or poor, or from other countries. 

trouble! Equality before the law also means that everyone should be able to 

• 
• 

through community legal centres, Legal Aid, and LawRight. These are 

• Anyone can access information about Federal law at website 
www.legislation.gov.au or Queensland law at www.qld.legislation.gov.au
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An Adversarial System

Help is available by calling the National Counselling service on 1800 RESPECT 
(1800 737 732) and through community support centres. Your information 

help unless you give permission for them to be contacted.

Consumer Law
The Australian Consumer Law (ACL) 
provides protection for consumers and 
businesses in their daily dealings. Most 
importantly for consumers is a national 
law that guarantees consumer rights 
when buying goods and services.

There is an automatic guarantee that products and services you buy will 

guarantee and continue to meet this guarantee for a certain length of time 
for a repair, replacement or refund, depending on 

gov.au/consumers/consumer-rights-guarantees or consumerlaw.gov.au for 
more information.
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Employment Law 

(NES) provide the minimum employment entitlements that are required 
to be provided to all employees. Any contract you have with an employer 
cannot exclude these minimum entitlements. 

call for employment related issues. Visit 

must remain impartial and cannot have a 
personal interest in the decision. 

a case where one of the parties is their friend, relative, doctor or another 

yourself in court.

Going to court is an expensive and time consuming process, usually reserved 
as the last option. There are other methods to resolve your dispute before 
going to court. Help is available at community legal centres, Legal Aid, and 
LawRight.

Laws in Australia
There are two types of law in Australia - criminal law and civil law.

Criminal law punishes those whose actions are considered unacceptable.  

CQCLC Living by the Law in Australia booklet v0.3.indd   4 11/10/2018   10:52:26 AM



Civil law covers private disputes. This includes disputes between two private 
individuals and a dispute between an individual and an organisation. 
Examples include disputes between an employee and an employer, between 
a landlord and tenant, or when purchasing land or property.

Visit website www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Safety/Queensland-road-rules for more 

Family Law

Separation

arise such as the division of property, who the 
children will live with and how partners will 

stressful time and friends and family or services 
such as counselling can help you sort out your 
feelings. 

Family Relationship Centres are also available to assist you and your children 
to cope with the changes. Visit a community support service or website 
www.familyrelationships.gov.au for more information. 

Family violence

When violent, threatening or other behaviour is used by a person to coerce 

called family violence. Family violence commonly happens when there is 
violence between adult partners and ex-partners, when children are abused 
or neglected by an adult, when a child uses violence against their parent, 
and when violence occurs between siblings.
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Violence” for more information.

Age Laws
n Queensland, you are considered a minor if you are under 18 years of age. 

will not be allowed to buy alcohol and tobacco (cigarettes) or vote. You can 

Road Rules

penalties such as a licence suspension or a towed car.

Licence and Registration Requirements

drivers visiting Australia who do not have a permanent visa are allowed to 
use their overseas licence to drive in most Australian states and territories; 
however, you must carry your overseas licence and an international driving 
permit or an English translation if the overseas licence is not in English. 

f there is a change in your visa or citizenship status, or the overseas licence 
expires, you must get an Australian issued driver licence. More information 

vehicles/overseas-driver-licences/visiting-drivers.

All vehicles driven in Australia must be registered and have Compulsory 

involved in the accident, so it is strongly recommended for all vehicles to 
also have an insurance policy to cover this.
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Fines and Demerit Points

get demerit points added to their record if 

and number of demerit points recorded will 

too many demerit points your licence can be 
suspended. 

For information about demerit point limits, licence suspension periods 

Speed limits are strongly enforced in Australia. Always follow the speed limit 

These limits are strictly enforced and police often patrol these areas issuing 

line. 

signals, you cannot drive on a red light or red arrow.

or drugs.
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